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Effec�ve Project Realisa�on
Accept gree�ngs from the BALIKUMBAT 
Council .The coming of this council news 
le�er is a saluted ini�a�ve. This is one of the 
greatest tools we have longed for in this 
municipality to tell the world of the great job 
we are doing daily to be�er our lives and the 
lives of  those who look up to our council for 
survival. Through this council news le�er, we 
can be able to reach out to thousands in 
their mee�ng houses, in their quarters, and 
in the various carved out cons�tuencies of 
our councillors. Through this medium, 
councillors will have to merely dish out 
copies to the people in their cons�tuencies 
and everyone shall get to be informed on the 
various ac�vi�es of the mayor and the 
council. This news le�er that shall be coming 
up quarterly shall play a great deal in curbing 
rumour mongering.  You shal l  know 
everything first hand. You shall know what 
project is going on, who is execu�ng it and 
who is to benefit as well as when it starts and 
when it shall finished.

Before now, we have been heard through 
the public and the private media. Today we 
are upbeat by this pla�orm which from now 
hence will act as one of our official channels 
for informa�on dissemina�on par�cularly at 
this �me when we are building a synergy for 
c o m m u n i t y  i n v o l v e m e n t  i n  t h e 
development process of the council. This 
magazine is expected to be our informa�on 
vehicle to bring to fulfilment this ul�mate 
vision. 

We are building Balikumbat Council with the 
people at the centre of all ac�ons as 
reflected in the development process in our 
municipality. A majority of projects are 
chosen by the people through our 
development commi�ees and forwarded 
via their councillors for priori�za�on and 
execu�on. Good quality Drinkable Water, 
m u n i c i p a l  l a y o u t ,  r o a d  ( t a r r i n g , 
m a i n t e n a n c e  a n d  r e h a b i l i t a � o n ) , 
c o n s t r u c � o n  o f  s c h o o l s ,  b r i d g e s , 
employment, win-win coopera�on and 
partnerships and many others have 
emerged from this approach and mee�ng 
our people at their point of need. It is a 
people oriented structure we are moving 
forward into. 

We invite you to join us make our 
municipality a dream city for all. Be 
involved! Move forward with us. 

Happy reading!!!

Babirng Joseph Samgwa Mayor

LET'S COMMUNICATE!

Balikumbat Council Votes 
Accounts

Town Crier 
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Balikumbat Council Votes Accounts
Balikumbat Council had a session 

rdwhich held on the 3  of April 2017 at 
the Council hall. The session was 
devoted to the delibera�on and 
adop�on of the 2016 Administra�ve, 
Management and Stores account. 
This was also in a special way devoted 
to the launching of the update of the 
Council Development Plan (CDP).  
Presided at by the Senior Divisional 
Officer for Ngoketunjia Division Mr. 
Kuela Valery Norbert, he welcomed 
everyone and encouraged them to 
take the CDP update serious. It was 
a�ended by a cross sec�on of 
D i v i s i o n a l  D e l e gate s ,  e l e c te d 
representa�ves, tradi�onal rulers, 
Councillors, Sub Divisional Service 
h e a d s  a n d  C o u n c i l  s t a ff.  T h e 
Administra�ve and Management 
Account of 2016 that was adopted 
stood at Five hundred and forty seven 

million,
 Fi�y four thousand, three 
h u n d re d  a n d  n i n e t y  n i n e 
(547.054.399) Frs. In the course 
of the session, chairpersons of 
the various commi�ees gave 
their analyses.
T h e  c h a i r p e r s o n  o f  t h e 
educa�on commi�ee praised 
the council execu�ve for the 
recrui�ng thirty  nine (39) 
teachers who were posted to 
s o m e  n e e d y  s c h o o l s .  T h e 
commi�ee appealed for the 
recruitment of a backup staff to 
be posted to the Inspectorate of 
Basic Educa�on Balikumbat. 
Also, they appealed for the 
rehabilita�on of the play ground 
of some schools and classrooms. 
They stressed on the need for 
capacity building seminars for 

Councillors.
The Social commi�ee appreciated 
the Council execu�ve members 
for the ongoing construc�on of 
market toilets in some markets 
and requested that effec�ve 
control should be made in order to 
ensure that they are properly 
u s e d .  T h e  c o m m i � e e 
recommended that fines should 
be levied on sellers of food stuffs 
in exposed containers. it also 
noted that some public stand taps 
within the municipality were 
without water and requested the 
Council to rehabilitate them and 
levy fines on those who keep 
tampering with the stand taps and 
catchment areas. The commi�ee 
advised the public to confine their 
domes�c animals during the 
farming season to guarantee food 
self-sufficiency.
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The effec�veness of the council internal 
tender's board which has develpments 
as its motor,balikumbat council has been 
abale to realise  and has cn�nue to 
realise several projects.Thanks to this 
body,the cuncil and its authori�es have 
carried several projects steaming from 
educa�on,road construc�on and 
mainatainance,prviin of scial amaeni�es 
and gneral sanita�ion.

This has seen the construc�on of an 
agricultural warehouse in Balikumbat 
worth 20.000.000frs,

the construc�on of two classrooms at 
G.S Ekwo Mbashie in Bafanji worth 
18.000.000frs. Within this framework 
Bal ikumbat Counci l  had its  road 
maintenance credit from the Ministry of 
Public Works worth 27.000.000frs. There 
has equally been the opening of a road 
linking the agricultural zone of Aghebli 
Bamunkumbit worth 10.000.000frs. This 
period also witnessed the construc�on 
of road linking Baligashu and Mile Zero in 
Bafanji. It should be noted that the 

INVESTMENT

building of an embankment on the 
bridge along this road and the 
backfilling of the bridge was done 
with part of the road maintenance 
credit.

Worth no�ng is the fact that these 
projects have all been awarded by the 
Balikumbat Council Internal Tender's 
Board and while others have been 
completely executed others are s�ll 
ongoing. With the Council local 

collec�on,it has been able to 
provide

Toilets at Nyamngi, Ngo� and 
Bafanji markets, A block of two 
classrooms at SAR-SM Baligashu 
,Construc�on of four culverts at 
Balikumbat.

With in  th is  per iod  a lso,  the 
following projects were embarked 
upon with the use of 
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Council Finance Management improved 
upon-Thanks to SIM-ba

Balikumbat council has taken a 
commitment to make the precious 
l iqu id  read i ly  ava i l ab le  and 
accessible to all. To achieve this great 
developmental goal, the council has 
been holding several meetings with 
stake holders to find a lasting 
solution to the problem of ater 
scarcity in the municipality. 

One of such meetings held on the 
21th of July 2017 at 10:00 am at the 
Council hall during hich the Mayor 
appreciated the efforts of the 
sectorial ministries as far as the 
realization of government projects 
are concern. he challenged all to put 
hands on deck to ensure that the 
vision of the council in this direction 
is achieved. 
For his part, the Divisional Delegate 
of Water and Energy for Ngoketunjia 
said the last time they visited the 
projects sites, they made some 
observations and that they are still to 
visit and uplift the reserves. He raised 
some worr ies  amongst  them, 
problems of sand collapsing and 
rocks and the insufficient dept of  
bore holes. The Delegate gave the 
various dimensions of the bore holes 
and called for the strick respect of 
this prescription..
He added that pumping test has been 
carried out on the borehole at 
Munanj i  and was seen to  be 
satisfactory. He gave the official 

Council Resolves To Make Available Portable Drinking 
Water For All

pumping test as 700liters per 
hour.
T h e  c o n t r a c t o r  o f  S A K 
Enterprise took the floor to 
address to some of the difficulties 
which were observed on the 
various projects sites. He talked 
of the collapse of sand which was 
the major difficulty and cited an 
example as they drill 15 meters 
and the next day, it is seen that 
sand has collapse and fill up to 8 
meters. He said instead of starting 
from the fifteen meters, it starts at 
8 meters and that the issue of 
black stones was also a hindrance 
to bore holes projects execution. 
Alluding to the problem, the 
Divisional Delegate of Public 
Contracts explained that the 
government is out to pay the 

volume of work done. He cited an 
example that, should a contract be 
issued on building construction 
a n d  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f 
implementation the structure 
c o l l a p s e s ,  i t  m u s t  b e 
reconstructed before the contract 
is paid. He said that they are not 
out to kill the contractors but to 
ensure that what the government 
allocates for the purpose is 
realized effectively for the benefit 
of the population.
 Several  recommendat ions 
emerged from the meeting 
amongst which was That the 1st 
of August 2017, was to be the 
d e a d l i n e  f o r  R O Y A L 
E N T E R P R I S E  a n d  M A F 
CONSTRUCTION to submit 
their signed contract. And that 
failure to do sanctions ould be 
metted on them.

The SIM-BA accounting software has 
been introduced in the Balikumbat 
Council. It is an accounting soft ware 
that helps in the keeping of accounts. 
Makes work easy to submit monthly 
reports to the regional treasurers and 
council report at the audit bench of 
the Supreme Court. Because it's still 
in French, it has necessitated 
quarterly update training of seminars 
to better equip its users, mayor, 

munic ipa l  t reasurers  and 
c o u n c i l  fi n a n c e  o ffi c e r s . 
Updated trainings organized 
have been fruitful, evident in the 
last performance bread basket 
r e s u l t s  w h i c h  s h o w e d 
remarkable improvements in 
the council.
With the software having only 
the french version as at now, 
these update trainings have 

improve the knowledge of its 
users thereby improving on the 
management of council accounts. 
it is against this backdrop that 
during the recently organized 
performance basket competitions 
for councils of the region, the 
Balikumbat council came on the 
20th position with a 7/16 mark in 
budget management.                                       
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Joguru in Balikumbat to Njanung in 

Bafanji can now boost of electricity. 

The electricity extension to these 

munic ipal i�es  was  pr inc ipal ly 

financed by the Na�onal Community 

Driven Development Program. The 

extension of electricity with capacity 

of 25KW in these villages falls under 

Ar�cle 10 (II (2) that is economic 

infrastructure. Before this, villages 

use to use only bush lamps t light up 

their home especially at night, had 

li�le social life especially in the 

evenings except for a richer minority 

that could afford for small generators 

to illuminate their various homes. 

With the project now a reality, life has 

been planted as there has been a new 

fund way of life as farmers and 

inhabitants can now sit back and 

Joguru And Bafanji Leave Darkes At Last!

watch television with family at 

night, socialise with friends at 

socialising joints and business 

has been triggered with cold 

stores, bars and other electricity 

business friendly ac�vi�es have 

emerged in these villages.

INVESTMENT CONT...
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